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Week Ending Friday, May 4, 2007 

Proclamation 8135—Law Day, 
U.S.A., 2007 
April 27, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Our Nation is built upon the rule of law 

and guided by our founding promise of free-
dom, equality, and justice for all. Law Day 
is an opportunity to celebrate the Constitu-
tion and the laws that protect our rights and 
liberties and to recognize our responsibility 
as citizens to uphold the values of a free and 
just society. 

Generations of Americans have served the 
cause of justice and shaped our legal institu-
tions to ensure that the blessings of liberty 
extend to every citizen. The men and women 
of America’s legal community have worked 
to defend the Constitution, protect the inno-
cent, and secure the rights of their fellow 
citizens. Their efforts have helped make our 
Nation a shining example of justice. 

America’s faith in the rule of law has en-
dured through the centuries. Today, we 
strive to prepare our next generation of lead-
ers to carry on America’s tradition of freedom 
and democracy. The theme of this year’s Law 
Day, ‘‘Liberty Under Law: Empowering 
Youth, Assuring Democracy,’’ highlights the 
importance of teaching our young people 
about the vital role they can play in our 
democratic society. We all have a duty to 
help our youth become responsible citizens 
by promoting the virtues that sustain our de-
mocracy and fostering a deeper under-
standing and respect for our Constitution and 
laws. These young men and women will 
shape the future of our country, and their 
spirit and character will help promote justice, 
equality, and opportunity throughout our 
country. 

The strength of our legal system requires 
the ongoing commitment of every citizen. As 

we observe Law Day, we celebrate our Na-
tion’s legal heritage and honor those who 
work to advance the cause of justice. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
in accordance with Public Law 87–20, as 
amended, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2007, 
as Law Day, U.S.A. I call upon all the people 
of the United States to observe this day with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. I also 
call upon Government officials to display the 
flag of the United States in support of this 
national observance. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-seventh day of April, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand seven, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 1, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 28, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on May 2. 

The President’s Radio Address 
April 28, 2007 

Good morning. This weekend I am trav-
eling to Florida to address the graduating 
class of Miami Dade College. This college 
serves one of our Nation’s most vibrant and 
diverse communities. Miami is home to peo-
ple whose families have been in our country 
for generations and to people who have only 
just arrived. This diversity is one of the great 
strengths of that city, and it is one of the 
great strengths of our country. 

The opportunities America offers make 
our land a beacon of hope for people from 
every corner of the world. America’s ability 
to assimilate new immigrants has set us apart 
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from other nations. In this country, our ori-
gins matter less than our dreams. What 
makes us Americans is our shared belief in 
democracy and liberty. Our Nation now faces 
a critical challenge: to build an immigration 
system that upholds these ideals and meets 
America’s needs in the 21st century. 

In Washington, we are in the midst of an 
important discussion about immigration. Our 
current immigration system is in need of re-
form. We need a system where our laws are 
respected. We need a system that meets the 
legitimate needs of our economy. And we 
need a system that treats people with dignity 
and helps newcomers assimilate into our so-
ciety. 

We must address all elements of this prob-
lem together or none of them will be solved 
at all. And we must do it in a way that learns 
from the mistakes that caused previous re-
forms to fail. So I support comprehensive im-
migration reform that will allow us to secure 
our borders and enforce our laws, keep us 
competitive in the global economy, and re-
solve the status of those already here, without 
amnesty and without animosity. 

I know convictions run deep on the matter 
of immigration. Yet I am confident we can 
have a serious, civil, and conclusive debate. 
My administration is working closely with 
Members of Congress from both sides of the 
aisle. We are addressing our differences in 
good faith, and we are working to build con-
sensus. And I am pleased that some of those 
who had doubts about comprehensive reform 
last year are now open to supporting it. 

There is a desire on the part of Repub-
licans and Democrats alike to get this prob-
lem solved. And by working together, we can 
enact comprehensive immigration reform 
this year. 

Our Nation deserves an immigration sys-
tem that secures our borders and honors our 
proud history as a nation of immigrants. By 
working together, we will enforce our laws 
and ensure that America forever remains a 
land of opportunity and a great hope on the 
horizon. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:40 p.m. on 
April 26 in the Map Room at the White House 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 28. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the 

Press Secretary on April 27 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Commencement Address at Miami 
Dade College—Kendall Campus in 
Miami, Florida 

April 28, 2007 

Thank you very much, Mr. President. 
You’re on your way. [Laughter] Christopher, 
thank you for your fine introduction. I 
know—see your mom over there. I know 
she’s awfully proud of you. [Laughter] Dr. 
Padron; Dr. Gray; members of the board of 
trustees; members of the administration; fac-
ulty and staff; former Governor Bush—al-
ways mi hermano—[laughter]—Senator 
Martinez; Congressman Lincoln Diaz-Balart; 
y tambien Mario Diaz-Balart; proud alumni, 
especially Congresswoman Ileana Ros- 
Lehtinen; distinguished guests; family, 
friends, and members of the class of 2007: 
Thank you for your warm welcome, and 
thank you for the honor of addressing you. 

This is a joyous day for the graduating class 
at Miami Dade College. Yet on campuses 
across America, our thoughts turn to the stu-
dents and faculty and staff at Virginia Tech. 
We remember lives cut short, teachers taken 
from their students, and young men and 
women who will never attend their com-
mencement ceremonies. Members of the 
Miami-Dade community share this sense of 
loss. One of the young victims was a former 
Miami Dade student who transferred to Vir-
ginia Tech—Daniel Cueva. Daniel’s family 
knows, or should know, that we pray for them 
today, and we offer our comfort to the fami-
lies who grieve the loss of a loved one during 
this commencement season. 

It is always a pleasure to be back here to 
Miami, and I thank Dr. Padron for asking 
me. It hasn’t escaped my attention that when 
you were looking for Bushes to invite— 
[laughter]—I came in fourth. [Laughter] 
Laura spoke at your North Campus com-
mencement in 2004, my mother spoke— 
[laughter]—brother Jeb has spoken here 
twice. [Laughter] Before I stepped on the 
stage, I asked him for some advice. I said, 
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